I did the pilot. The result is better than the hypothesis I started with because it gives you a narrower and more defensible claim.
I drew 20 items from Kaus’s 53-entry 1999 archive using a fixed random seed, 200558. I drew 20 substantive mature Kausfiles blog items from the 2017-2019 archive, 18 of which are from 2017. I then sampled 20 mirrored X posts spread across 2022-2025. Finally, because age and historical period are obvious confounders, I drew another 20 X posts from Kaus’s 2017 monthly archives. His site preserves the tweets, so this last comparison puts blogging and tweeting by essentially the same Mickey Kaus at essentially the same moment against each other. The original 1999 archive is preserved here, and the site separately identifies later material as “Blog Items” and “Twitter.” 
I abandoned “words per proposition” as a primary measure. Deciding what constitutes one proposition introduces more coder judgment than the number suggests. Instead I operationalized your sentence “the proposition arrives closer to its argumentative endpoint” directly. An item was coded “endpoint-first” when Kaus gave the reader his judgment, inference, punch line or challenge before supplying meaningful factual context or competing considerations. I also coded whether the item visibly contained an explicit qualification, an opposing or complicating consideration, a question, mockery, a correction or update, first-person language, and an external link. I did not try to infer his mental state.
The striking result is endpoint position. In the 1999 sample, 9 of 20 items, 45 percent, were endpoint-first. In the mature 2017-2019 blog sample it was also 9 of 20, 45 percent. In the 2022-2025 X sample it was 18 of 20, 90 percent.
The contemporaneous 2017 control weakens the dramatic size of the effect, which is exactly what a useful control should do. Fourteen of 20 2017 tweets, 70 percent, were endpoint-first. So some of the 90 percent late-X result may reflect later Kaus, later Twitter, or the changed political environment. But the direction is already visible when blog Kaus and Twitter Kaus are observed in the same year: 45 percent versus 70 percent.
The stronger result concerns visible counterargument. Eighteen of the 20 sampled 1999 pieces explicitly contained some fact, argument or possibility that complicated Kaus’s preferred conclusion. Seventeen of 20 mature blog items did. Only 2 of 20 late X posts did. In the same-year 2017 X control the figure rises to 7 of 20, but it is still dramatically below the 17 of 20 mature-blog rate.
Explicit qualification follows roughly the same pattern. All 20 sampled 1999 pieces and all 20 mature blog pieces contained at least one visible qualification, hedge, limitation or conditional. Only 5 of 20 late X items did. The 2017 X control produced 8 of 20.
That does not mean Kaus stopped qualifying his beliefs. It means that the qualification is much less likely to be packaged inside the same textual unit as the proposition. The distinction matters.
The linking results make that interpretation stronger. All 20 early items and all 20 mature blog items contained external links. Eighteen of the 20 late X posts did, as did 18 of the 20 sampled 2017 tweets. Kaus did not cease pointing readers toward evidence. What changed was the amount of argumentative scaffolding he carried over from the linked material into his own text.
The X items are genuinely compressed. The 20 sampled 2022-2025 posts average 16.6 visible words, with a median of 14.5. The contemporaneous 2017 sample is almost identical at 16.75 words and a median of 17. The conclusion, supporting explanation, qualification and counterargument simply cannot all occupy the space they routinely occupy in a Kausfiles item.
One result cuts directly against the easy “social media made Kaus nasty” story. Mockery is everywhere in 1999. Eighteen of the 20 sampled early pieces contain some author-generated ridicule, sarcasm or derogatory characterization. The mature blog sample has 16 of 20. I coded only 7 of 20 late X posts and 4 of 20 in the 2017 X control that way. Those rates cannot be naively compared because a 1,000-word item has far more opportunities for a sarcastic remark than a 17-word tweet. But they certainly provide no evidence that Twitter invented the abrasive Kaus. “Who Stole Nissan’s Cojones?,” “Wolf Cries Wolf,” “Facts for the Hacks,” “Special Times-Bashing Edition” and “Those Sophisticates at Salon” all come from 1999. 
This matters a lot for your thesis. The platform appears less clearly to change Kaus’s underlying evaluative personality than to change the architecture through which that personality reaches the reader.
And we have unusually strong evidence that Kaus himself noticed the process. On August 13, 1999, less than two months after launching the site, he announced that its “architects” wanted “shorter postings, and more frequent postings.” Ten years later he explained what had happened. His first 1999 entry had been a conventional essay with a setup, body paragraphs and kicker. Walter Olson observed that other sites were posting fresh material daily “to attract hits.” Kaus says he took the hint and began producing “just-written, linked commentary on that day’s news.” 
Then comes an almost perfect piece of evidence from 2017. When Kaus rebuilt his site so tweets and blog posts could coexist, he explicitly wondered whether escaping Twitter’s 140-character limit would make his writing “better or worse.” His answer was that it might be worse because “It’s awfully easy to kill a tweet with improvements.” 
That sentence is enormously valuable to your essay. “Improvements” in an essay often consist precisely of the material the coding exercise finds disappearing: explanation, qualification, context, alternative hypotheses and complication. What improves an argument can kill a tweet.
There are excellent individual illustrations. In “The Most Important Chart,” Kaus develops his argument, then inserts Ramesh Ponnuru’s objection in an update, explicitly says “Good point,” explains why the objection may be correct, and then reformulates his conclusion so that it survives the objection. In “Post-Virginia Spinventory!” he openly runs through multiple competing explanations for Gillespie’s defeat and then adds further possibilities in an update. Compare that with 2017 Twitter formulations such as “Not marginalized enough,” or “State Dept bloat FTW?” where nearly the entire rhetorical act consists of the endpoint plus a link. 
The December 2017 Twitter sample also shows why the claim should not be exaggerated. Kaus sometimes manages a miniature argument inside a tweet. One post says using the dossier would not itself be troubling, adds an evidentiary assumption, and then distinguishes that from the possibility of an FBI leak to The New York Times. That is recognizable long-form Kaus compressed into 42 words. Twitter constrains the behavior. It does not abolish it.
These are the relevant source links from the Kaus pilot and the discussion immediately around it. One caution: the exact 20-item late-X sample I described earlier was not accompanied by an item-by-item audit ledger in the chat. I would not publish those exact percentages until we reconstruct that ledger.
· Original Kausfiles archive, including all 53 entries from 1999: https://www.kausfiles.com/archive/ 
· June 26, 1999, “The Curse of Compassion,” Kaus’s first archived Kausfiles entry. It is linked at the bottom of the 1999 archive page: https://www.kausfiles.com/archive/ 
· August 13, 1999, the entry where Kaus says the site’s architects wanted shorter and more frequent postings: https://www.kausfiles.com/archive/index.08.13.99.html 
· September 21, 1999, “Special Times-Bashing Edition!”: https://www.kausfiles.com/archive/index.09.21.99.html 
· October 29, 1999, “Eine Klein Critique”: https://www.kausfiles.com/archive/index.10.29.99.html 
· Full 1999 archive showing “Who Stole Nissan’s Cojones?,” “Wolf Cries Wolf,” “Facts for the Hacks,” “Those Sophisticates at Salon,” and the other early items discussed: https://www.kausfiles.com/archive/ 
· Kaus’s June 26, 2009 retrospective, “Ten Years at the Mouse: kf’s Greatest Hits.” This is the key source for his recollection that he began with a conventional essay, learned that other sites were posting fresh material to attract hits, and shifted toward “just-written, linked commentary on that day’s news”: https://www.slate.com/blogs/kausfiles/2009/06/26/ten_years_at_the_mouse_kf_s_greatest_hits.html 
· Kaus’s “Blog Items” archive. This is especially important because it preserves his explicit discussion of escaping Twitter’s 140-character limit and his line that “It’s awfully easy to kill a tweet with improvements”: https://www.kausfiles.com/category/blog-items/ 
· May 17, 2017, “The Most Important Chart.” This is probably the single best example for your argument because Kaus states a thesis, introduces Ramesh Ponnuru’s objection, says “Good point,” considers the alternative explanation, and then revises rather than abandons his conclusion: https://www.kausfiles.com/2017/05/17/the-most-important-chart/ 
· November 7, 2017, “Post-Virginia Spinventory!” This is another useful long-form example because Kaus explicitly works through multiple competing explanations rather than presenting only one endpoint: https://www.kausfiles.com/2017/11/07/post-virginia-spinventory/ 
· September 2017 Kaus archive, useful for same-period Twitter/blog comparisons: https://www.kausfiles.com/2017/09/ 
· October 2017 archive: https://www.kausfiles.com/2017/10/ 
· November 2017 archive. It includes examples such as the extremely compressed “State Dept bloat FTW?” tweet: https://www.kausfiles.com/2017/11/ 
· December 2017 archive. This is particularly valuable because it contains both highly compressed tweets and counterexamples where Kaus manages to squeeze qualifications into Twitter, including the December 31 dossier/FBI tweet discussed above: https://www.kausfiles.com/2017/12/ 
· July 2019 archive, including Kaus’s later references to “The Most Important Chart”: https://www.kausfiles.com/2019/07/ 
· June 2022 archive, useful as one source of later Twitter-format material: https://www.kausfiles.com/2022/06/ 
· June 2025 archive, another later X/Twitter mirror containing both very short judgments and somewhat more qualified posts: https://www.kausfiles.com/2025/06/ 
· Kaus’s current archive continues to mirror his social-media output. June 2026 illustrates that the same basic system remains in place: https://www.kausfiles.com/2026/06/ 
· Kaus biography/About page, confirming that he started Kausfiles in 1999 and giving his publication history: https://www.kausfiles.com/about/ 
· Older Kaus masthead biography: https://kausfiles.com/mickeybio.html 
· Kaus’s Twitter/X feed as linked by his own archive: https://twitter.com/kausmickey 
The three links I would regard as indispensable for the essay are the full 1999 archive, the 2009 retrospective, and “The Most Important Chart.” Together they establish the early baseline, Kaus’s own account of the shift toward speed and frequency, and a concrete example of the argumentative scaffolding that later compressed formats tend to hide.
The result is more interesting and more defensible than the first pass.
The strict endpoint-first results are:
	Sample
	Endpoint-first

	1999 Kausfiles
	8/20 = 40.0%

	Mature blog, 2017-2019
	8/19 = 42.1%

	2017 blog items only
	6/16 = 37.5%

	2017 Twitter
	12/17 codable = 70.6%

	2022-2025 X
	9/17 codable = 52.9%


The same-year comparison is the important one. In 2017, 37.5 percent of Kaus’s substantive blog items are endpoint-first against 70.6 percent of the codable sampled tweets. That is a 33.1 percentage-point difference without changing the writer, age, or political period.
The qualification result is even stronger. All 16 of the 2017 blog items contain an explicit qualification, hedge, concession, limitation or conditional. Only 5 of 20 sampled 2017 tweets do. That is 100 percent versus 25 percent.
Complicating considerations show the same pattern. Fifteen of 16 2017 blog items visibly introduce a counterexample, competing explanation, concession or other complication. Only 5 of 20 sampled tweets do. That is 93.8 percent versus 25 percent.
The later-X sample does not become still more endpoint-first. It falls to 9 of 17 codable posts, 52.9 percent. That kills a tempting but unsupported story that Kaus simply becomes progressively more categorical with age. What survives is the platform/form distinction.
There is also no clean evidence for “Twitter made Kaus nastier.” Eighteen of the 20 randomly selected 1999 pieces contain mockery or sarcasm. The corresponding raw counts are 9 of 20 in the 2017 Twitter sample and 8 of 20 in the later-X sample. Those figures should not be compared mechanically because a long post has many more opportunities to make fun of someone. But they certainly do not support the claim that social media created sarcastic Mickey Kaus.
The strongest conclusion is therefore narrower:
“Twitter did not obviously make Mickey Kaus more sarcastic, more ideological or progressively more certain. It changed the visible architecture of his argument. In the same year, his blog posts much more often carried qualifications and competing considerations inside the text, while his tweets much more often presented the conclusion or challenge first and left the evidentiary environment behind a link.”
And Kaus’s own testimony fits the quantitative result unusually well. In his 2009 retrospective he says his first 1999 entry was a conventional piece with setup, body paragraphs and kicker. After Walter Olson mentioned that other sites constantly posted fresh material to attract hits, Kaus shifted toward “just-written, linked commentary on that day’s news.” 
Then in 2017, while deliberately rebuilding Kausfiles so tweets could be expanded into short or long blog posts, he asked whether escaping Twitter’s 140-character limit would make the writing better or worse. His answer was that it might be worse because “It’s awfully easy to kill a tweet with improvements.” 
And we can observe what an “improved” Kaus argument sometimes contains. In “The Most Important Chart,” he presents Ramesh Ponnuru’s objection, says “Good point,” concedes that the objection may explain part of the phenomenon, and reformulates his conclusion so it survives the objection. That argumentative sequence is exactly the sort of visible scaffolding that becomes much rarer in the sampled tweets.
The workbook contains every sampled item, its URL, archive source, sampling position, all coding decisions, coding notes, the seeds and sampling frames, the corrected 2024 X selections, and formula-driven summary results. I also deliberately left “words per proposition,” certainty-word counts and trigger-to-publication times out of the headline analysis because they cannot be coded responsibly without another preregistered set of rules. 
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