Gemini says: Thomas Gieryn and Andrew Abbott are both highly influential sociologists whose foundational concepts on boundaries, professional jurisdictions, and the sociology of science are frequently studied together. [1, 2, 3]
The connections and distinctions between their sociological contributions include:
Thomas Gieryn: Boundary-Work
· The Concept: Thomas Gieryn introduced the concept of boundary-work in his seminal 1983 article Boundary-Work and the Demarcation of Science from Non-Science.
· The Purpose: He described how scientists create symbolic boundaries to distinguish their work from non-science (pseudoscience, religion, or amateur endeavors). [1, 2]
· The Goal: This demarcation is used rhetorically to monopolize professional authority, secure funding, and protect the credibility of science from external threats. [1, 2]
Andrew Abbott: Systems of Professions
· The Concept: Andrew Abbott revolutionized the sociology of professions with his 1988 book, The System of Professions: An Essay on the Division of Expert Labor. [1, 2]
· The Concept of Jurisdiction: Rather than looking at what makes a profession "legitimate," Abbott studied how different professions fight over the jurisdiction (the exclusive right) to perform specific tasks. [1, 2]
· The Process: Abbott’s framework describes a dynamic system where jurisdictional boundaries are constantly being drawn, challenged, and renegotiated as professions evolve. [1, 2]
How They Intersect
· The Focus on Boundaries: Both scholars emphasize that categories (such as "science" vs. "non-science" or "medicine" vs. "law") are not fixed or natural. Instead, they are socially constructed and aggressively defended by the actors involved. [1, 2, 3]
· Interdisciplinary Use: In modern sociology, researchers routinely apply both Gieryn’s rhetorical "boundary-work" and Abbott’s "professional jurisdictions" to understand modern border disputes in fields such as healthcare, the social sciences, and emerging interdisciplinary tech fields

